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Card 1 
 
  
One of  America’s fondest legends is that of  Johnny Appleseed, a folk 
hero and pioneer apple farmer in the 1800’s. There really was a John-
ny Appleseed and his real name was John Chapman. His dream was 
to produce so many apples that no one would ever go hungry.   

 

 

                                       Card 2 
  
 

Born in Leominster, Massachusetts, on September 26, 1774, John 
Chapman grew up in the midst of  the American Revolutionary War.   
His father served as a minuteman at the Battle of  Bunker (Breeds)  
Hill and helped construct the defenses of  New York against British  
invasion with George Washington.   

 
 
 

 



 

 

Card 3 
 
Chapman developed as an orchardist and nurseryman, and by the 
early 1800s was working on his own. While his legend imagines him 
as a messy nomad, Chapman was in fact much more pragmatic.  
Frontier law allowed people to lay claim to land through development 
of  a permanent homestead. Such a claim could be made by plant-
ing 50 apple trees.  
 
 
 

                                       Card 4 
  
 

In his travels through Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Illinois, Chapman 
would plant swaths of  seeds to begin an orchard, then sell them to 
settlers once the land had grown bountiful. This made him quite the 
land baron as he covered 100,000 square miles of  Midwestern wilder-
ness and prairie. When he died on March 11, 1845 at the age of  71,  
he owned more than 1200 acres.   
 
 
 

 



Name_______________________                                                          Date _____________ 
 
Imagine you have joined Johnny Appleseed on his journey.  What adventures do you 
have with him?  Did you meet any pioneers on your trip?  What did you see? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Answer Key 
 
1. Johnny Appleseed and he was famous for planting apple trees.  
2. Leominster, Massachusetts, on September 26, 1774 
3.  Frontier law allowed people to lay claim to land through development of a permanent home-
stead. Such a claim could be made by planting 50 apple trees.  
4. He sold the land to the settlers.  He owned over 1200 acres of land when he died.  
5. The apples that Chapman favored for planting were small and tart. In rural areas cider took 
the place of not only wine and beer but of coffee and tea, juice, and even water. Where wa-
ter could house dangerous bacteria, cider was safe.  
6.  Johnny's threadbare clothes and his sack of apple seeds were probably true. The pot on his 
head has never been documented. 
7. Though some say Chapman had picked up his nickname by 1806, it wasn't until after his death 
in 1845 that the legend of Johnny Appleseed really took off.  
8. The U.S. government outlawed alcohol in 1920.  FBI agents tore down orchards to prevent the 
making of homemade drink. Aside from slaughtering Chapman's trees, this also nearly killed 
America's connection to hard cider.  
9. Nova, Ohio, holds a 176-year-old tree, the last known to be planted by Johnny Appleseed 
himself. It grows tart green apples, which are now used for applesauce and baking in addi-
tion to cider making.  
10. In 1842, Johnny made his last trip back to Ohio. On March 18, 1845, he died of pneumonia at 
the age of seventy-one.   
 
 
 
 
 


