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Hot Dog Man – our story teller 

Peanut Vendor— also a storyteller 

Fan #1, #2, and #3 – baseball fans today 

Sports Announcer 

Sound Effects 

Branch Rickey – the President of the Dodgers 

“Pee Wee” Reese – the Dodger shortstop 

Jackie Robinson 

Dodger #1 and #2 – other players 

Spectator #1 and #2 – fans at a game in 1947 

 
 

 
 

 

HOT DOG MAN: Hot dogs! Get your hot dogs 

here! 

 

FAN #1:  I’ll take two, Hot Dog Man! 

 

HOT DOG MAN: Comin’ right up. 

 

FAN #2:  Hey Hot Dog Man, who’s gonna win 

today?

 

 

HOT DOG MAN: We all are! But you should 

always root for the home team! 

 

ANNOUNCER (off stage): With two outs, Jeter 

comes to the plate. Here’s the pitch. 

 

SOUND EFFECTS (as bat hitting ball): Wham!   

 

ANNOUNCER: Swinging on the first pitch, 

Jeter rips it down the left field line.   

 

SOUND EFFECTS (as crowd): Roar!!!!! 

 

ANNOUNCER: He’s rounding first and heading 

into second. Here’s the throw now.  He slides.   

 

SOUND EFFECTS (as umpire): Safe! 

 

ANNOUNCER: He’s safe at second! 

 

PEANUT VENDOR: 

Whew! What a game! No 

wonder it’s the National 

Pastime. Cracker Jacks! 

Peanuts! Get your peanuts 

here! But it wasn’t always this way.

What is a 
vendor? What are 
the vendors doing 

in this scene? 
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HOT DOG MAN: That’s right. There was a time 

when many of the players you’re watching today 

wouldn’t have been allowed to play America’s 

game. 

 

FAN #3: Hey Peanut Guy, two Cracker Jacks 

over here!  

 

PEANUT VENDOR (while tossing peanuts):  

But thanks to my hero, Jackie Robinson, baseball 

is a better game and America is a better place. 

Peanuts! Cracker Jacks! 

 

HOT DOG MAN: Hot dogs! Why, how ‘bout we 

tell you about him? 

 

 
 

 

 

PEANUT VENDOR: Cracker Jacks. Get your 

cracker jacks here! The 14
th

 Amendment gave 

African-Americans citizenship way back in 

1868, yet in 1945 black people still didn’t have 

the same rights as white people.  

 

HOT DOG MAN: Oftentimes they 

weren’t allowed to go to the same 

schools, or use the same 

restrooms. And they 

certainly weren’t allowed 

to play baseball in the 

Major Leagues!   

 

PEANUT VENDOR: 

But the president of the 

Brooklyn Dodgers, 

Branch Rickey, wanted to 

change all that. So he 

invited a young Negro League 

baseball player to his office. 

 

HOT DOG MAN: It was Jackie Robinson. 

 

JACKIE: It’s a pleasure to meet you, Mr. 

Rickey.

MR. RICKEY: Let me get right to the point, 

Jackie. I believe it’s unfair to judge a man by the 

color of his skin, and I believe it’s bad business 

to keep good athletes off my team. I need a 

player who’s strong enough to break the color 

barrier in Major League Baseball. 

 

JACKIE: That’s a mighty tall order, Mr. Rickey, 

but I believe I’m up to it. 

   

MR. RICKEY: I’m looking for a special kind of 

athlete. My scouts tell me you’re the only person 

ever to letter in football, basketball, track, and 

baseball at UCLA.   

 

JACKIE: The competition was pretty fierce in 

my household. Growing up with three older 

brothers and all, I guess you’d say I had to 

develop a fiery spirit. 

 

MR. RICKEY: And a fierce temper, no doubt. 

  

PEANUT VENDOR: Mr. Rickey knew he 

needed more than just a great athlete if he was to 

be successful in his goal of integrating baseball.  

 

HOT DOG MAN: He 

needed 

someone 

with 

strength 

of character.      

 

MR. RICKEY: If you were 

to play for the Dodgers, Mr. 

Robinson, will you be able to 

control yourself when people 

hurl insults at you? 

 

JACKIE: My mother raised 

us to behave like a 

gentlemen, to be respectful 

even when we were treated 

badly. Growing up in Pasadena, 

the white men in the neighborhood 

would throw rocks at my brothers and 

me, but we refused to stoop to their level.   

What does it mean to 
have strength of 

character?  Why is this 
so important to Mr. 

Rickey? 
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HHHooowww   JJJaaaccckkkiiieee   SSSaaavvveeeddd   ttthhheee   WWWooorrrlllddd   
 

Name: _________________________________________________ Date: ______________________ 

Select the best answer for each question. Be prepared to support your answers by locating evidence in 

the play. (CCSs Literature items 1, 4, 10) 
 

1. In this play, what is meant by the word 

barrier in Scene 2? 
a.  Someone who buries things  

b.  A story told at baseball games 

c.  A way through, a path 

d.  An obstacle, a blockade  

 

2. For which Major League team did Jackie 

play? 
a.  The New York Yankees 

b.  The Los Angeles Dodgers 

c.  The Brooklyn Dodgers 

d.  None of the above 

 

3. When asked “Who’s gonna win today?” the 

Hot Dog Man said “We all are!” What does 

he mean by that? 
a.  The Yankee fans will win because they’re 

the home team. 

b.  Those attending the game win because 

they’re getting to see a ballgame. 

c.  That everyone wins by hearing Jackie 

Robinson’s story. 

d.  That the game is already over. 

 

4. How did growing up with three older 

brothers prepare Jackie for the Majors? 

a.  Competing with his older brothers made 

him stronger. 

b.  His older brothers taught him how to play 

sports. 

c.  His older brothers knew Derek Jeter. 

d.  Competing with his older brothers gave 

him a fiery temper 

5. What is a good synonym for the word hurl 

in Scene 2? 
a.  throw 

b.  shout 

c.  cough up 

d.  insult 

 

6. What does Jackie mean when he says “turn 

the other cheek” in Scene 2? 

a.  to forgive people when they try to hurt you 

b.  to be afraid to stand up for yourself 

c.  to look away when people do bad things 

d.  to turn your back on people 

 

7. The “climax” is the high point of the story. 

Which moment represents the climax? 
a.  When Bernie Williams makes the game 

saving catch 

b.  When Jackie makes it to the Major Leagues 

c.  When the Hot Dog Man yells “Fresh 

frankfurters” 

d.  When Pee Wee puts his arm around Jackie. 

 

8. What’s this play really all about? Pick one 

and be prepared to defend your answer with 

evidence from the play. 

a.  Determination—Jackie was determined to 

be successful. 

b.  Courage—Jackie and Pee Wee had to have 

courage to do the things they did. 

c.  Leadership—Pee Wee’s leadership helped 

Jackie succeed. 

d.  Something else: _____________________ 

_______________________________________ 
 

 
 

 

9. Respond in detail to one of the following prompts using evidence from the play whenever possible.     

 A. Our character traits reveal who we are inside. Choose a character from the play and 

      describe their character traits.  
B. How can not fighting back be courageous? Can you cite examples from your own life?   
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This original script portrays the events surrounding Jackie’s breaking 

of the color barrier. It’s narrated by a “Hot Dog Man” and the 

“Peanut Vendor” at an “actual” ballgame during modern times. 

Consider revising the text to replace ballplayers from 2005 with 

today’s most popular stars. Historical photos and comprehension 

questions are embedded in the script, which was originally published 

in Scholastic’s Storyworks magazine. Includes parts for 7 to 13 actors 

in grades 4 - 8, and it’s suitable for reader’s theater, podcast, or stage. 
 

 
 

Embedded questions: Pg. 2 At a baseball game, a vendor sells 

merchandise and snacks. These vendors are telling the fans about 

Jackie while serving as narrators for his story.  Pg. 3 Mr. Rickey is 

looking for someone with the character necessary to resist losing his 

temper when treated unfairly. Pg. 4 African-Americans had always 

been forced to be separate from white society. By playing baseball in 

what was previously a “Whites Only” league, Jackie was a threat to such racist ideals. Pg. 5 (a) Yes, 

players could have felt pressure to go along with the petition. It would have taken “strength of 

character” to refuse. Pg 5 (b) Striped? Pee Wee was saying skin color didn’t matter. Pg. 6 (a) That 

they’re playing together suggests that Jackie didn’t take Pee Wee’s job. This is significant because 

people claimed black people would take jobs away from whites in regular society; it was a justification 

for their racist beliefs. Pg. 6 (b) Jackie’s ability to resist violence and Pee Wee’s willingness to show 

support for him helped integrate baseball, making both heroes. Pg. 6 (c) Players like Derek Jeter show 

that Jackie’s sacrifices were worthwhile: today baseball is integrated.  
 

Bubble Test Comprehension Activity (CCSs Literature items 1, 4, 10).  Have students cite evidence 

from the text when completing and reviewing.  Key: 1. d; 2. c;  3. c;  4. a;  5. b;  6. a;  7. d;  8&9 vary. 
 

Vocabulary (to preview and introduce before reading): Amendment, fierce, fiery, integrating, taunts, 

petition, colored (be sure to speak to the derogatory nature of this word). 
 

Tech Note: Having trouble printing? Pictures not showing up? Try opening your PDF viewer (such as 

Adobe) before opening the file containing this play. If that fails to fix the problem, visit the FAQ page 

on TeachersPayTeachers.com. Save ink by not printing the cover and printing only one copy of pg 8. 
 

Reproduction Rights: Thank you for respecting copyright. The original purchaser is licensed to 

reproduce one class set per year for use with his or her own class. Please visit ReadAloudPlays.com for 

more information about copyright and performance rights.  
 

Extension Activities: 

 Pair with any of the numerous books about Robinson including “Promises to Keep” by Sharon 

Robinson (2014), “Who Was Jackie Robinson” by Gail Herman (2004), and Teammates” by Peter 

Golenbock (1992). Create a simple T-chart to satisfy Common Core standard, “Information Text, 

Craft and Structure” (analyze multiple accounts of the same event…)  

 Enact alongside other plays. Meet CCS standard for Literature (analyze how two or more text 

addressing similar themes…) by teaming How Jackie Saved the World with The Library Card, 

which details author Richard Wright’s determination to overcome racism, or I Have a Dream: The 

Youth of MLK, which has a baseball-related theme. Both are available on ReadAloudPlays.com. 

 Jackie Robinson comic book depicting his 

ordeal,  (PD US not renewed) 
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