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Cast:

 Historians 1 & 2    Adult Lucy – the Narrator   Lucy – an eleven year old girl
 James– Lucy’s teenaged brother   Mom & Dad – their parents   Grandma
 Clayton – a young man from California   Erik – a young man from Ohio

 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Scene One
The Dinner Table

ADULT LUCY: I was still just a kid in 1963, 
but even I could see America was still divided.

HISTORIAN 1: In many communities black 
people were still denied the right to vote.

HISTORIAN 2: They also had a hard time 
finding jobs, and even when they did, they were 
often paid less money for doing the same work.    

HISTORIAN 1: There were marches and 
protests, with participants demanding an end to 
segregation and for equality in housing 
opportunities and education.

HISTORIAN 2: The March on Washington was 
about jobs—about black people getting fair and 
equal pay.

ADULT LUCY: My family and I were gathered 
around the dinner table when my brother James 
brought up the March.

DAD: I don’t know how they expect a man to 
take care of his family on less than $2 an hour.

MOM: Your father asked for a raise, but his 
boss said no.

JAMES: That isn’t fair.

DAD: That’s just how it is.
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JAMES: It doesn’t have to be, Dad. You should 
come to the march. We all need to be there!

ADULT LUCY: We were all quiet for a spell, 
hoping that James and Daddy wouldn’t get into 
another of their arguments. James had been 
reading about Dr. King. He was excited about 
the changes taking place. But Daddy, well, he 
didn’t exactly want things to stay the same. He 
just didn’t know what he 
could do about it.

DAD: We already talked 
about this, James.

JAMES: You could still 
change your mind.

DAD: Ah, son. You 
know I can’t afford to 
miss work.  

JAMES: But Dad, it’s 
all about work. Dr. King 
and the others are trying 
to convince the 
President to sign a law 
that’ll help people like 
you get paid fairly. They’re hoping a hundred 
thousand people will show up.

DAD: When your Uncle Louis went on one of 
these marches, his boss fired him—said he 
didn’t appreciate how good he had it.

JAMES: When this is over, you’ll be able to get 
a new job—a better job!

DAD: My job is just fine. It paid for that 
meatloaf you’re eating right now.

MOM: Your father just wants to keep us safe. 
They just had a big march down in Birmingham 
where a lot of people got hurt.

DAD: That’s right. The marchers were met with 
fire hoses and police dogs.

JAMES: But Dad, you know Dr. King preaches 
non-violence. Besides, this march is going to be 
different. If enough people show up, it could be 
a turning point.

DAD: Like I said, James, I can’t risk losing my 
job.  

MOM: And I have much too much do, what 
with taking care of Grandma 
and all.  

LUCY: Is Grandma going to 
be all right? Lately she hardly 
ever gets out of bed.

MOM: I don’t know, honey. I 
want her to go see a 
specialist, but she’s being 
stubborn.

JAMES: I sure wish you’d all 
change your minds about the 
March. If folks like us aren’t 
willing to risk a little for 
freedom, who will?

DAD: That’s enough, son!

Scene Two
The Health Clinic

ADULT LUCY: The truth was that I wasn’t 
thinking much about the march. Grandma 
hadn’t been feeling well, and we’d just found 
out she had cancer. Momma wanted her to see a 
special doctor.

MOM: The clinic isn’t going to take care of this, 
Mother!

GRANDMA: We don’t have the money, and 
that’s that. What’s another doctor going to do 
anyway? 
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MLK’S Freedom March
Name: _____________________________________________________ Date: ________________________________

Comprehension Quiz: Select the best answer in each grey box. Write out a detailed answer in each white box. Be 
prepared to support your answers by locating evidence in the story. Use the back of the page if you need more space.

1. What agreement did Grandma make with 
Lucy’s mom?
A.  She’d see a specialist if Lucy’s mom took 
     them all to hear Dr. King.
B.  She’d see a specialist if Lucy’s dad got a
    raise in pay.
C.  She’d see a doctor at the clinic if Lucy’s
    mom took them to hear Dr. King.
D.  None. She refused to agree.

5. Identify three facts from the story about 
the March on Washington:

6. What is something from the story that 
surprised you? What made it surprising?

2. Based on the story, what description best 
fits Grandma?
E. Tired out and self-pitying, but stubborn
         too.
F. Good humored and selfless, but stubborn.
G. Indifferent.
H None of these.

3. What can you infer about the relationship 
between James and his father?
I. Like many dads and their teenaged sons,
  they spent a lot of time together.
J. They got along really well.
K. Like many dads and their teenaged sons,
   they tended to argue about things.
L. Dad wanted James to focus more on his
   studies.

7. What do you think Lucy learned from 
watching all her family members interact?

8. What’s the meaning of maneuvered in 
Scene 4? Can you find a few synonyms?

4. What reasons did Mom and Dad have for 
not going to the March?
M. Dad was worried about getting fired 
     from his job.
N. Mom was too busy taking care of
    Grandma.
O. The march down in Birmingham had
    turned violent.
P. All of these.


