
 

Passion Description 

Student Name:    

Passion 
Project 

Date:   

Period:   

Due Date:   
 
 
 

Directions: Complete the following form in order to describe your Passion. Please note: this page must be signed by 
your parents, indicating that they understand that you are committing to working on this Passion for the entire 
semester.  
Part of the creative process is changing your mind and your plan! You might discover that there is another Passion 
you would like to pursue more. If that happens, you may change Passions, but I recommend not changing your 
Passion after you have started your Research Project. If you want to change your Passion, you will need to fill out a 
new Passion Description. 

Describe your passion. Provide as much detail as 
possible. You can include any history you have with this 
subject. (2-3 sentences) 
Example: “My Passion is backpacking because I love 
being outside. Backpacking is hiking plus camping: you 
have to carry all of your gear with you in order to go 
backpacking. Backpacking is an opportunity not only to 
be outside, but also to see remote areas you wouldn’t 
otherwise see. I have been hiking casually for many years 
now, and I am very interested in backpacking.” 

 

Why did you choose this for your Passion? 
(2-3 sentences) 
Example: “I am choosing this Passion because I do not 
know much about backpacking even though I love hiking. 
I’ve been on many hiking trips before, but I’ve never been 
backpacking.” 

 

What do you hope to get out of this Passion 
Project?  (2-3 sentences) 
Example: “I hope that by doing more research into 
backpacking, I will be better prepared to do it one day. 
Backpacking sounds fun, but it also sounds like a lot of 
work, so I hope that this Passion Project will help me 
prepare for it.” 

 

What ideas do you have for a Product? 
Remember: a Product is something concrete that you can 
produce related to your Passion. You are not committed 
to this Product yet! (1-3 sentences) 
Example: “My Product could be a Trip Plan for a short 
backpacking trip. It would have to include safety 
information, duration, a packing list, maps, and much 
more. If that won’t work, I could also create a first aid kit 
to take on a backpacking trip.” 
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Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 
This letter is the first step in your child’s Passion Project. In American Literature this year, we are 
going to be working on Passion Projects. These projects, sometimes called Genius Hour, are an 
opportunity for students to explore a topic that is interesting to them. You can learn more about 
Genius Hour here: tinyurl.com/Pass-Proj-2019 .  
 
Your student has chosen an area that they are passionate about and that they would like to 
research throughout this semester. There are 6 more steps for this Passion Project. Students will 
be working hard all semester long on this Passion Project. More information about the 7 Steps 
can be found on my class website.  
 
While almost all of this project will be completed in class, students will be producing their Product 
outside of class time. Students will have most of the semester to finish their Product. 
 
A Product is defined as something concrete that students can create. This can be anything from a 
physical object (e.g. a dog-house, a rebuilt car, a work of art, or blueprints for a building) to a 
digital object (a Trip Plan for a backpacking trip, a website that shows off a students’ skills, or an 
app made for a phone). Students are encouraged to show off their creativity and their learning 
with their Product. 
 
Your student’s Product has not yet been determined, but your student will need to work on a 
Product in the future. Before your student can begin working on their Product, they must receive 
approval on their Product Proposal, a document that you will also need to sign. Your student will 
be required to work outside of class to complete this Product. I estimate that most Products 
should take students approximately 20 hours total to complete, but students are encouraged to 
break this work up into small, manageable chunks. 
 
In order to succeed on their Passion Project, your student will need to set and evaluate goals, 
manage their time wisely, and meet deadlines.  
 
If you have any questions about this Passion Project, you can contact me by email at 
christopher.shull@barrow.k12.ga.us or by text at 770.405.9678. 
 
Best, 
Christopher Shull 

By signing below, you agree to the following: 
● My student is allowed to work on their chosen Passion Project. 
● My student will be choosing a Product to create at a later date, which I will need to 

approve. 
● In order to complete this Product, my student will need to work outside of class. 

Student Signature & Date   

Parent Signature & Date   

Parent Printed Name   
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